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Project MICRO - an outreach 
program of the MSA

Based on the book 
Microscopic 
Explorations

Geared toward Grades 
4 to 8



Microscopic Explorations 
describes Ten Activities

Materials needed for 
activity

Questions to explore

Notebooks for students

Background Info for 
teachers



NESM started in 1999

Caroline Schooley, MSA Project MICRO 
coordinator spoke at meeting

A memorial project for Paul Burnett, colleague 
and NESM Director

With Contributions from NESM, Corporate 
Sponsors and Individual Members

NESM Assembled three Project MICRO kits for 
$1500 each



The Microscopes in the 
Project MICRO Kits

5 Compound Microscopes         
4x 10x 40x

5 Dissecting Microscopes

10 Hand-held Microscopes

Simple Magnifiers



The Microscopes in the Project 
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5 Dissecting Microscopes



Plus, All (most) of the materials 
to be examined

Curved Surfaces

Fabrics

Print Samples

Salts Sands & Powders

Bugs, Brine Shrimp & 
Pond Creatures 



Teachers supply the following

Tables or Lab benches for Learning 
Activities
Access to power for 8 Learning Stations
10 - 40 interested Students in Groups of 
2-4
Copy of Student Booklet for each student
2-21/2 hour of class time for the Micro 
Festival



How can it be used?

Singly
 Selected activities
All the activities in a Festival Format 



Where can it be used?

Classroom Activity
Extended Day Programs
PTA Family Nights
Community Fairs
Day Camps
Science Clubs



How can you get one?

In Boston/Massachusetts Area
  Mary McCann  
  mccanns@tiac.net   617-484-7865
In Maine- Jackson Laboratory Bar Harbor
   Lesley Bechtold
   lesley.bechtold@jax.org
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NESM’s Project MICRO 
Success Story

Jan Schwarz, University of Vermont 
Microscopy Imaging Center
She’s reached 5000 kids in 10 years
Bringing Project MICRO to kids,
Once a month all over Vermont







Next ....

Are you interested?
Any Input on Brochure?
Is Your Lab a Site for Brochures?
Other Ideas for Publicity?
Come do an activity in the lobby!

http://me.com.mccanns/mccannImaging/
Home_files/MICRO.pdf

http://me.com.mccanns/mccannImaging/
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